
BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

In October 2021, the 
Rocky RCMP wel-
comed a new sergeant 
to the detachment. 
Sgt. Darren Munroe 
comes to Rocky with 
25 years’ experience, 
in a range of  positions 
from school liaison to 
restorative justice, with 
most of  his time spent 
in the Lower Mainland 
in B.C. 

Munroe is First Na-
tions and originally 
hails from northern 
Saskatchewan. After 25 
years in a wide variety 
of  positions within the 
RCMP, Munroe said 
he was looking for a 
position with a focus on 
Indigenous policing. He 
was then offered fi ve 
different detachments 
to choose from. Munroe 
said he called then-Sgt. 
Trevor Shea to fi nd out 
more about the Rocky 
detachment. Munroe 
said Shea gave him a 
good understanding 
about the detachment 
and the area and what 
the needs were. 

“I thought with my 
First Nations back-
ground and my re-
storative justice and 
community policing 
experience, and front-
line police experience, 
I thought I might be of  
use here,” Munroe said.

In the six months 
since his arrival, Mun-
roe said he has been 
hard at work building 
relationships with the 
Sunchild and O’Chiese 
First Nations. 

Munroe said the 
community triparty 
agreements, paid for by 
the federal and provin-
cial governments, pay 
for two positions on 
both the O’Chiese and 
Sunchild First Nations. 
He said having four 
positions dedicated 
to the First Nations 
is already showing a 
change in the types 
of  calls the RCMP are 

receiving. He explained 
“previously most of  the 
calls were really high 
level calls; aggravated 
assaults, assaults with 
a weapon, and homi-
cide. 2020 was a bad 
year for homicides. My 
hope is that we will see 
a higher number in 
terms of  call volume 
but for lower level 
service.” He added “as 
we gain the trust of  the 
community, my hope is 
that the members will 
start getting those calls 
of  harassment and 
threats and we can nip 
those in the bud before 
it escalates into retalia-
tory stuff.”

Munroe said he is 
focusing on two pro-
grams specifi cally, the 

HUB program and the 
community consulta-
tive group. He said the 
HUB program brings 
resources together 
from both inside and 
outside the commu-
nity, such as police, the 
chief  or a member from 
council, maybe a coun-
sellor, someone from 
social services, medical 
personnel, perhaps a 
person from the parole 
board. “We can gather 
these people together 
and discuss someone 
who is maybe being 
released back into the 
community, or a person 
with a drug problem 
that is causing prob-
lems. We all gather and 
discuss this person’s 
fi le as a group, rather 

than working as indi-
viduals. We are sharing 
information with each 
other and deciding 
who has to be the next 
person of  contact with 
that person, and trying 
to get them out of  the 
cycle they are in.”

Munroe said the 
community consulta-
tive group is a more 
community-focused 
group. “We may have a 
youth and an elder — 
not as much expertise 
focused, as community 
focused. We can get 
more people from the 
community who can 
tell us about where the 
problems are in the 
community.”

Munroe said he 
would also like to see 

school liaison offi cers 
brought into the First 
Nations schools. Mun-
roe said he sees real 
value in developing 
relationships between 
youth and the police, 
especially in First Na-
tion communities. He 
said being First Na-
tions himself  he knows 
fi rst-hand the negative 
views First Nations 
have of  the RCMP. 

“I want to work in 
the schools and build 
a positive relation-
ship with the youth so 
they aren’t afraid to 
come and talk with the 
RCMP. SROs (school re-
source offi cers) are an 
invaluable position,” 
Munroe said.

Munroe would also 

like to see a restorative 
justice program come 
to the First Nations. 
One of  the biggest hur-
dles to that program 
is fi nding facilitators 
who are trusted by the 
members of  the com-
munity but aren’t from 
the community itself. 
“A lot of  people don’t 
want their neighbours 
knowing what’s going 
on in their house.”

“We deal with a lower 
percentage of  people 
the majority of  the 
time. We would like 
to create programs 
we can get people 
involved in before they 
end up stuck in the 
revolving door of  the 
legal system,” Munroe 
explained.
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MOUNTAIN ROSE WOMEN'S SHELTER ASSOCIATION
4708 - 46 Street, Rocky Mountain House

We Can Help
24 Hour Crisis Line

1-877-845-4141
Phone

403-845-5339
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Trevor Shea
Rank:  Sergeant
Experience:  21 years
Favourite sports 
team:  Stampeders
Favourite part of job: 
Serving the public and 
working with great 
people.
Favourite pastime:   
Time with family 
exploring our new area.
Personal interests:   
Family, fitness, friends, 
and fun.

Carl Dinsdale
Rank:  Staff Sergeant
Experience:  26 years 
Favourite sports 
team:  New Zealand 
All Blacks (love that 
Haka!)
Best part of the 
job:  Keeping the 
community safe by 
helping people who 
desperately need to be 
in jail get there.

Police WeekPolice Week
Police Week: May 15 to 21, 2022

Tyler Epp 
Rank: Corporal 
Experience:  15 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  I like it all: dealing 
with people and making 
new connections.
Personal interests: 
Golfing.
Favourite sports team: 
Seattle Seahawks and 
Edmonton Oilers.
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GERALD

SOROKA, MP
YELLOWHEAD

119 - 50th Street, Edson, Alberta
780-723-6068 | 1-800-268-7117

New RCMP sergeant focused 
on building community

A dozen participants attended a pipe ceremony in a teepee at the RCMP detachment on Sept. 30, 2021, to reaffirm positive 
relations between the police and Indigenous peoples during Canada’s first National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, a day 
to honour the lost children and survivors of residential schools, as well as their families. The Rocky Mountain House RCMP 
detachment extended an invitation to local elders from the Sunchild, O’Chiese and Big Horn First Nations to take part.

FILE PHOTO | THE MOUNTAINEER

‘With my First 
Nations background 
and my restorative 

justice and 
community policing 

experience, and 
frontline police 

experience, I thought 
I might be of use 

here.’

Sgt. Darren Munroe
Rocky Mountain House RCMP
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Phone 403.845.2861 | Fax 403.845.7295
5035 - 49 Street, Rocky Mountain House
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Locally owned and operated.

4403 - 41 Avenue
403-845-6810

5207 - 48 Street
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Traditional, Non-traditional, Memorial and Graveside Services
Ph.: 403-845-2626 • 4804 - 48 St., Rocky Mountain House

• Licensed Funeral Directors
• Prearrangements • Crematorium on Site 
• Authorized Dealer for Remco Memorials Ltd.Locally owned by the Flinn Family

ROCKY FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATORIUM
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CAROLINE & DISTRICT
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

www.carolinechamber.ca  |  Phone 403-722-4066

Find us on Facebook:
Caroline-Chamber-of-Commerce

Matthew 
Anderson

Rank:  Constable 
Experience:  5 years
Personal interests: 
Refereeing basketball.

Dan Davis
Rank:   Corporal
Experience:   18 years
Favourite sports 
team:   Calgary Flames.
Favourite part of the 
job:   Helping people.

Harold Smits
School Resource Officer

Rank:  Constable
Experience:  30 years
Personal interests: 
Hockey, camping, 
biking.
Favourite part of the 
job:  Mountain bike 
patrol, working with 
youth. 
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Frank Dupuy
Rank:  Constable
Experience:  1 year
Favourite sports 
teams: Calgary 
Flames, Minnesota 
Vikings.
Personal Interests: 
Golf, hockey, baseball.
Favourite part of 
job: Helping my 
community.

Alex Scarizzi
Rank:  Constable
Experience:  6 years
Favourite sports 
team:  Ottawa Senators 
(NHL) and Philadelphia 
Eagles (NFL).
Favourite part of 
job :  Driving fast and 
catching criminals.  
Personal interests: 
Being active playing 
sports such as hockey, 
baseball and football.
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FOOTHILLS TOWINGFOOTHILLS TOWING
24 HOUR SERVICE  403-844-4444

Complete Mechanical Repair Service 403-845-3990
www.foothillsmechanical.com

Foothills
MECHANICAL SERVICES LTD.

Bobby 
Giesbrecht

Rank:  Constable
Experience:  12 Years
Personal interests: 
Woodworking.
Favourite part of the 
job:  Helping people.

BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

February of  this year saw 
the creation of  a Regional 
Police and Crisis Team 
(RPACT) in our community. 

RPACT is a joint partner-
ship between the RCMP and 
Alberta Health Services 
(AHS) and pairs an offi cer 
with a registered psychiat-
ric nurse. Constable Jordan 
Wight has joined the Rocky 
detachment in this role and 
is partnered with nurse Lisa 
Brown. The RPACT team 
based out of  Rocky is one of  
six teams across the prov-
ince. The Rocky team covers 
the communities of  Drayton 
Valley, Sundre, Rimbey, 
Sylvan Lake, Innisfail, Black-
falds and Rocky and the sur-
rounding rural areas of  each 
community. 

Wight said, “Over the 
past several years mental 
health has had the spotlight 
put on it. We are constantly 
looking for what is the best 
response.” Wight added 
that the RCMP and AHS are 
both huge organizations and 
sometimes they don’t always 
talk to each other. He said 
that sometimes the RCMP 
will be fi rst on scene as fi rst 
responders out in the fi eld 
and the call ends up being a 
mental health call. 

Prior to the RPACT team, 
offi cers on scene would not 

have access to any informa-
tion about the person they 
are dealing with, other than 
any previous criminal calls. 
But Wight said he and Brown 
monitor all calls in the areas 
they serve “then we can 
contact the responding of-
fi cers and kind of  give them 
an overview and background 
of  the individual. Before 

this, fi rst response offi cers 
never had access to that kind 
of  information on scene. 
So now we can provide a 
background, any diagnosis 
or just information on past 
behaviours. The more infor-
mation, the better and then 
we can help the offi cers act 
accordingly and ensure the 
individual can get access to 

the help they may need.” 
Wight said due to the large 

geographic region they 
cover, he and Brown cannot 
always attend each call as a 
fi rst responder but he said 
they can provide consulta-
tion via phone calls if  neces-
sary. 

Wight added the team does 
provide on-site mental health 

assessments and short-term 
follow-up. And the care and 
advice they offer is not just 
for the person who is in cri-
sis. Wight said the families 
and friends of  the individual 
involved also benefi t from re-
ceiving information on com-
munity and support services 
available to their loved ones 
and to themselves. 

“Feedback so far has been 
positive from family mem-
bers of  our clients who have 
been in crisis. Sometimes it’s 
not just about the person in 
crisis. It’s also about assist-
ing the family and providing 
information for them. Often-
times when someone is in cri-
sis it is hard for family to fi nd 
the right supports for them.  
We can help them recognize 
that the person in their life is 
in crisis,” Wight said.

While the RPACT does 
not take on the role of  a 
caseworker, they do provide 
short-term follow up with in-
dividuals such as encourag-
ing them to make phone calls 
to access suggested support 
services and also by making 
referrals to services such as 
a mental health therapist.

Wight said the team is still 
relatively new and so they 
are constantly reviewing 
and looking at ways to adapt 
their practices and work 
on how to best assist their 
clients in all their different 
communities.

Regional Police and Crisis Team 
a welcome addition to community

Regional Police and Crisis Team (RPACT) members Constable Jordan Wight and nurse Lisa Brown. SUBMITTED

SSalulututing LawSSSaluut
nf rcementmenEnfoorcEnf

2022

Polic
e

Week

Phone 403.845.2861 | Fax 403.845.7295
5035 - 49 Street, Rocky Mountain House
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Program pairs RCMP offi cer with registered psych nurse to assist in mental health responses



Saluting Law
Enforcement

2022

Polic
e

Week

403-845-2836 | 5735 - 58 St., Rocky Mtn. House

St. Matthew Catholic School 

403-845-5313 | 5502 - 50 St., Rocky Mtn. House

St. Dominic Catholic School
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Maria Woerz
Rank:   Constable
Experience:   3 years
Favourite part of the 
job:   Being able to help 
people.
Personal interests: 
 Writing and playing 
music. I play trumpet, 
guitar, and piano.

Photos not available for the 
following RCMP officers

Patrick 
Constantine
Rank:  Corporal

Ryan Hack
Rank:  Corporal
Experience:  19 years 
Favourite part of the 
job: Working with 
people.
Favourite hobbies: 
Mechanics, fishing and 
hunting.
Personal interests: 
Hockey and coaching.

Nic Damchuk
Rank:  Constable

Scott Ewing
Rank:  Constable
Experience:  3 years 

Shannon Kelly
Rank:  Constable

Peter 
MacDonald
Rank:  Constable

Ryan McIntyre
Rank:  Constable

Marc Mireault
Rank:  Constable

Jonathan 
Madore
Rank:  Constable
Experience:  5 years 
Favourite sports 
team:  Boston Bruins
Best part of the job:  I 
love that it’s never the 
same day twice.

David Oettgen
Rank:  Constable

Nathan Pitcher 
Rank:  Constable
Experience:  13 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  Variety which the 
job brings. 
Favourite hobby: 
Snowboarding/skiing.
Favourite sports 
team:  Toronto Maple 
Leafs.

Matt Ponto
Rank:  Constable

Douglas 
Vaughan
Rank:  Constable
Experience:  3 years

Bailey Young
School Resource Officer

Rank:  Constable
Experience:  13 years
Favourite part of 
job:  Interacting with 
youth and community 
members.
Favourite past time: 
Camping with my 
family.

Every year the May 
long weekend is the 
unoffi cial kickoff  to 
summer for many Al-
bertans. Whether it’s by 
car, motorcycle or RV, 
people across the prov-
ince will hit the road 
for a weekend away, 
and before they do, the 
RCMP has a reminder 
for drivers.

Our focus for the week-
end will be to encourage 
Albertans to buckle up, 
slow down, put the cell 
phone away and enjoy 
the ride into summer. 
Traffi c enforcement will 
be ramped up over the 
long weekend, with offi -
cers focused on impaired 
drivers, distracted driv-
ers, speeders and seat 
belt compliance.

We want people to get 
where they are going, 
enjoy their time there, 
and get back home 
again – without collect-
ing speeding tickets or 
impaired driving charges 
along the way.

With many people 
headed out camping on 
the Victoria Day week-
end, police will also be on 
patrol in provincial parks 

and wilderness areas. 
Campfi re safety, drinking 
in public and ATV driver 
safety will be on offi cers’ 
radar.

Everyone knows that 

drinking and driving is a 
no go.

Everyone needs to 
realize that drinking too 
much in any setting can 
be dangerous – especially 

when campfi res, boats 
and ATVs are involved.

Driving safety tips to 
prevent a deadly long 
weekend:
• Get plenty of  sleep 

before a long drive.
• Plan routes to allow 

more attention on 
travel safely.

• Remember all Cana-
dian provinces have 

banned the use of  
hand-held communica-
tions devices behind 
the wheel.

• Keep a safe follow-
ing distance between 
vehicles.
When summer is in 

full bloom and families 
are setting their sights 
on the long weekend, 
traffi c safety is key on 
Alberta’s highways.

For those looking to 
get out to vacation des-
tinations after work on 
Friday and back home 
on Monday, the police 
services in Alberta are 
reminding travellers 
to keep safety in mind. 
According to statis-
tics, May, August and 
September long week-
ends tend to be the 
deadliest weekends, 
based on all previous 
studies.

Summer also means 
road construction so 
please remember to slow 
down to 60 km/h when 
passing highway con-
struction zones and all 
emergency vehicles.  

Above all – Please do 
not drink and drive.

Alberta RCMP

Edmonton – As we enter the 
spring and summer seasons, 
the Alberta RCMP want to urge 
homeowners to consider Crime 
Prevention Through Environmen-
tal Design (CPTED) principles 
when planning their home reno-
vations and seasonal maintenance 
projects.

CPTED is a set of  design prin-
ciples that aim to reduce oppor-
tunities for crime to take place. 
Making recommended adjust-
ments to a home or business can 
deter criminals by making it more 
diffi cult or less desirable to com-
mit the crime. It can also make 
you feel safer.

“Citizens play a critical role 
in keeping their communities 
safe,” says C/Supt. Peter Tewfi k, 
Alberta RCMP Offi cer in Charge 
of  Community Safety and Well-
being. “By using the principles 
of  CPTED and making simple 
changes to your property, you can 
help reduce property crime in 
Alberta.”

Here are some things to con-

sider when renovating your 
property:
• Trim your trees and shrubs – 

Trimming the bottoms of  trees 
allow clear sight lines from 
inside your house to the curb or 
edge of  the property. In addi-
tion, keeping your bushes and 
shrubs short removes potential 
hiding places.

• Lighting – Consider installing 
LED or motion sensor lights 
around your property. Ensur-
ing your house is adequately 
lit at night deters criminals 
for fear of  being seen. Solar 
powered lights are a great 
option to light up the most re-
mote places on your property. 
Also leaving lights on in the 
house when away can provide 
the illusion that someone is 
home.

• Cameras – Install exterior 
cameras around your property. 
Even the perception of  someone 
watching can be enough to deter 
a crime.

• Lock up your outdoor valuables 

– After a long day of  yard work, 
store your lawn mower and 
other tools in a locked shed or 
garage and out of  sight.
For more tips and information, 

visit the Alberta RCMP CPTED 
video playlist on YouTube here: 
https://www.youtube.com/playl
ist?list=PLcKXZtPXANcruAdyW
OrXnHqQ3DdG_hcd7

Follow our social media ac-
counts on Twitter @RCMPAlber-
ta, Facebook @RCMPinAlberta, 
and YouTube @RCMP-GRC 
Alberta.

RCMP encourage the public to 
report any criminal or suspicious 
activity to police. Reports tell us 
where to look, who to look for, 
and where to patrol in the future. 

If  you see a crime in progress, 
dial 911. If  you wish to remain 
anonymous, contact Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), 
online at www.P3Tips.com or by 
using the “P3 Tips” app available 
through the Apple App or Google 
Play Store. 

RCMP

Alberta RCMP urge safety during 
May long weekend

RCMP conduct a long weekend checkstop in Clearwater County. FILE PHOTO | THE MOUNTAINEER

Alberta RCMP recommend strategies to 
protect against property crime

Using design principles that aim to reduce opportunities for crime to take place

When landscaping your yard, trim shrubs so they don’t block 
windows to keep clear lines of sight throughout the property. 
This will make your property less appealing to criminals.

STOCK PHOTO



BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

May Long weekend 
is the unoffi cial start 
of  summer in the west 
country and with that 
comes many visitors to 
our back yard.

Sgt. Logan Van 
Imschoot with the 
Environmental Enforce-
ment Branch of  Alberta 
Environment and Parks 
said safety is important 
for all visitors to the 
west country.

Van Imschoot said im-
paired driving continues 
to be a focus of  all law 
enforcement agencies 
and that does not pertain 
only to cars and trucks 
that use provincial high-
ways. Van Imschoot said 
no alcohol is allowed 
when operating any mo-
torized vehicles includ-
ing off-highway vehicles, 
dirt bikes, boats, side-by-
sides or quads. 

It’s important for west 
country users to also re-
alize that cell phone cov-
erage is spotty to non-
existent and so planning 
your camping trip or day 
hike is important and 
ensuring someone back 
home knows where you 
are and when to expect 
you back. 

“We get missing per-
son complaints because 
someone decides to 

extend their trip but 
isn’t able to tell anyone. 
Then the people who are 
expecting them home on 
a certain day call them 
in as missing and then 
emergency services have 
to follow up on those 
calls. We want emergen-
cy services to be there 
for the people who need 

it. Not for people who 
have forgotten to use 
proper trip planning,” 
he said.

Van Imschoot said trip 
planning is absolutely 
crucial, whether you are 
new to the west country 
or are an experienced 
camper or climber. 

“You have to tell some-

one back at home when 
you’ve left, the date and 
time you are returning, 
what activities you are 
planning on doing. Make 
sure to have check in 
times with anyone back 
at home who may be 
monitoring your safety 
so they know whether 
you are safe. Ensure 

you have adequate food 
and clothing for adverse 
weather conditions and 
extended stays. Know 
your limits. If  you’re 
new to off-highway vehi-
cle use or hiking, know 
what you are capable 
of  before pushing those 
limits. It’s good to know 
when you need to turn 

around or when you’ve 
hit your max.”

The May Long Week-
end Inter-Agency Task 
Force will be back again 
this summer. Van
Imschoot, the coordi-
nating representative 
for the task force, said 
“the task force involves 
many law enforcement 
agencies and emergency 
personnel who, over the 
years, monitor trends in 
which areas are popular 
for day visitors and over-
night camping, which ar-
eas are popular on week-
ends, which are popular 
throughout the week, 
which areas we may fi nd 
grad parties, which are 
popular areas to fi nd or 
to get to with two-wheel 
drive vehicles” and then 
the enforcement agen-
cies focus their attention 
in these areas. 

Van Imschoot said 
while May Long is an 
important weekend, not 
only for enforcement 
agencies but the public 
alike, the enforcement 
agencies work together 
all summer long to 
ensure public safety 
and monitor areas that 
require extra focus. 

“Abraham Lake, for 
example, we have seen 
a trend over the last 
three years with heavy, 
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403-845-3328 | www.edwardsgarage.com
Hwy. 11 & 42nd Avenue, Rocky Mountain House
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YEARS OF
SERVICE

Garage LimitedGarage Limite

Eric Brownrigg
Rank:  Conservation 
Officer
Experience:  11 years
Favourite part of the 
job: Being outside and 
having the west country 
as my office. I enjoy 
everything about my job.
Personal interests: 
Mountain biking, hiking 
and cross-country skiing.
Favourite sports team: 
Montreal Canadiens. 
Go Habs!

Drew Baker
Rank:  Conservation 
Officer
Experience:  5 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  Being outdoors, 
interacting with people 
and the diversity of 
work.
Personal interests: 
Hiking, camping, sports.
Favourite sports 
teams:  Canucks and 
Seahawks.
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Logan
Van Imschoot

Rank:  District 
Conservation Officer
Experience:  19 years
Personal interests: 
Fly fishing.
Best part of the job: 
Working in a big team 
environment and 
meeting members of 
the public who love and 
care for the outdoors.

Riley Wideman 
Rank:  Conservation 
Officer
Experience:  6 years
Favourite sports 
team:  Calgary Flames. 
Favourite part of 
the job:  Meeting new 
people.

Curtis Nichol
Rank:  Conservation 
Officer
Experience:  17 years
Personal interests: 
Fishing, spending time 
outdoors and spending 
time with family.
Best part of the job: 
The diversity of the 
job and spending time 
outside.

Alberta Environment and Parks, Environmental Enforcement Branch

The Environmental Enforcement Branch of Alberta Environment and Parks advises that trip planning is absolutely crucial, 
whether you are new to the west country or are an experienced camper or climber.  SUBMITTED

Sgt. Van Imschoot and Conservation Officer Brownrigg assist 
Rocky Search and Rescue with the Winterfest polar dip event 
at Crimson Lake on Feb. 19, 2022. SUBMITTED

West country safety reminders from
Alberta Environment and Parks

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



heavy visitation on the 
weekends and continual 
increased visitation 
every day. And it’s 
become more popular on 
social media networks 
and the word of  mouth 
has gotten out to major 
city centres. People want 
to see Abraham Lake 
and the west county we 
know and love,” he said.

The goals of  the May 
Long task force are to 
prevent and deter crime 
through a strong visible 
presence of  law enforce-
ment; to ensure a quick-
er response to motor ve-
hicle accidents, missing 
persons, and search and 

rescue calls, increase of  
enforcement presence 
and public safety mes-
saging in order to reduce 
the number of  fatalities 
or injuries in off-high-
way vehicle and motor 
vehicle collisions and to 
increase joint enforce-
ment and inter-agency 
work of  off-highway 
vehicle and public land 
use violations.

Van Imschoot said it 
is important that users 
of  the west country take 
care of  it and preserve 
it for other generations 
to enjoy. Visitors can do 
that by ensuring they 
leave their campsite 
the same or better than 
when they arrived, and 

ensuring they take all 
garbage with them when 
they leave.

It’s also important 
to protect waterways, 
especially when it comes 
to motorized vehicle use 

in the backcountry. 
“It’s illegal under the 

public lands act to drive 
your off-highway vehicle 
up and down rivers, 
streams and waterways. 
The only lawful way to 

cross a waterway is the 
shortest possible route. 
You cannot wash your 
quads or side-by-sides 
in these bodies of  water. 
Driving your off-high-
way vehicle or trucks 
through natural water 
ways has a negative im-
pact on the fi sheries and 
on the environment that 
makes up those river-
banks and streams. Driv-
ing in wetlands or water 
bodies produces harmful 
ruts and erosion prob-
lems and, in addition, it 
increases sediments that 
are stirred up by tires 
that are harmful to fi sh.” 

Depending on where 
you choose to spend 
your time in the west 

country, Van Imschoot 
encourages people 
to check the Alberta 
Environment and Parks 
website to ensure users 
are aware of  any restric-
tions in off-highway 
vehicle use. The Bighorn 
Backcountry Public 
Land Use Zone, for ex-
ample, has a trail system 
that does not open until 
July 1. 

Van Imschoot also re-
minds campers that they 
need a public lands ac-
cess pass if  camping in 
the Eastern Slopes and 
he says offi cers will be 
checking to make sure 
campers have that pass 
that can be purchased 
online.
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Sgt. Nichol investigates a motor vehicle below the high water mark at Abraham Lake. This 
vehicle was stuck in an unauthorized area of the PLUZ.

Garbage was discovered on vacant public land west of the Town of Rocky Mountain House. The 
investigation led to charges and clean-up of the waste and the surrounding area.

Terri Miller
Sergeant/Manager

Experience:  25 years 
(20 years in Clearwater 
County).
Favourite sports team: 
Seattle Seahawks.
Personal interests: 
Teaching Taekwondo 
and scuba diving.
Favourite part of the 
job:  Working with 
public to ensure a safe 
community.

Jason Lucas
Experience:  8 years in 
Clearwater County (18 
years RCMP)
Favourite sports team: 
Montreal Canadiens.
Personal interests: 
Camping.
Favourite part of the 
job:  The diversity that 
we get to work with.

Ron McIvor
Experience:  25 years 
(11 years Commercial 
Vehicles and 15 years in 
Clearwater County).
Personal interests: 
Farming.
Favourite part of the 
job:  Dealing with the 
public and the diversity 
of the job.

Chad 
Cumberland

Experience:  14 years 
(11 years with Alberta 
Sheriffs in Red Deer and 
3 years with Clearwater 
County ).
Personal interests: 
Hunting, fishing, 
camping.
Favorite sports teams: 
New York Giants, 
Calgary Flames
Favourite part of the 
job:  Helping members of 
the community.

COMMUNITY PEACE OFFICERS – CLEARWATER COUNTY

We salute Clearwater County’s
Community Peace Officers

4340 - 47 Ave.,
Rocky Mountain House, AB

Phone 403-845-4444
Fax 403-845-4048

www.clearwatercounty.ca

Clearwater County employs four highly trained 
Community Peace Officers’ (CPOs) whose priorities 
include infrastructure protection and traffic safety by 
providing proactive enforcement services and education 
programs. CPOs enforce certain County Bylaws and a 
number of Provincial Acts including the Traffic Safety Act.

CPOs work in partnership with the RCMP, sheriffs, 
commercial vehicle enforcement and provincial Ministries 
of Agriculture and Forestry, and Environment and Parks. 

CPOs work diligently to ensure County roads and 
bridges are protected while demonstrating their education 
philosophy through several efforts such as public industry 
workshops and the positive ride program. 

BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

Programs run by 
Clearwater County 
Community Peace Of-
fi cers (CPOs) that took a 
break over the past two 
years during the pan-
demic will be coming 
back this summer. 

Sergeant Terri Miller 
said the positive ride 
program will be back 
this year as will edu-
cation seminars with 
industry. 

POSITIVE RIDE PROGRAM
“The positive ride 

program is a way to en-
courage people to follow 
the rules through a peer 
pressure program. A lot 
of  it is geared towards 
the kids. If  we stop a 
group of  people that are 

out on their OHVs (off-
highway vehicles) or 
side-by-sides, we have a 
list of  items that we are 
looking for them to be 
compliant with. If  the 
whole group is compli-
ant then the group will 
get a prize roadside.” 
But Miller said if  even 
one person is not com-
pliant then no one in the 
group gets a prize. As 
part of  the positive ride 
program each person 
who is compliant will 
get a positive ride ticket 
that can then be entered 
into a draw for a grand 
prize at the end of  the 
season. 

Miller said, “The pro-
gram has worked really 
well when we’ve done it 
in previous years. The 
kids are often the ones 
who get upset when the 

parents aren’t compli-
ant and cost them the 
prize.”

PROTECTING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

One of  the main 
focuses all year long for 
the CPOs is protecting 
county infrastructure. 
Miller said for the most 
part the past year has 
been about average for 
oversize or overweight 
trucks on county 
roads and bridges. The 
James River area is 
one area of  the county 
that seems to require 
extra attention from 
the CPOs said Miller. 
“It’s sad because 
it’s a bridge that if  
it continues to get 
damaged and people 
aren’t compliant, then 
there is a possibility 

that bridge could need 
to be closed. It is a very 
old bridge.” Miller said 
people often think she 
and her offi cers are just 
sitting by the bridge 
waiting to get speeders, 
but she says their focus 
is keeping that bridge 
open and safe. 

SPEEDING AND 
CHECKSTOPS

Speeders are defi nitely 
a real problem on coun-
ty roads said Miller. 
She said the number of  
speeders caught going in 
excess of  50 or 60 km/h 
over the speed limit is 
very high. In fact, Miller 
said she recently “got a 
guy going 98 km/h over 
the posted speed limit.” 

Summer is usually the 
busiest time for speed-
ers and most often west 

of  Rocky, Miller ex-
plained. “That is when 
traffi c is the heaviest 
and people should be the 
most cognizant of  what 
they are doing and how 
fast they are travelling.” 

The past two summers 
have seen a reduction in 
the number of  check-
stops that have taken 
place in the county as 
well as the number 
of  different offi cers 
involved in those check-
stops. But Miller said 
to expect that to change 
this summer. Miller said 
joint force operations 
(JFOs) will be back. 

CAUTION ADVISED
As we head into sum-

mer Miller also reminds 
west country users to be 
aware of  the area they 
are recreating in. “Cell 

phones don’t always 
work in the west coun-
try. Emergency services 
can take a long time to 
get to you. Be cautious. 
Let people know where 
you are and when you’ll 
be back. The weather 
changes quickly out 
west and in the moun-
tains.” 

And Miller said that 
same level of  caution 
and common sense 
needs to be part of  any 
plans on Abraham Lake. 
“Dollar store fl oaties 
are not going to save 
you if  the wind comes 
up. And the wind always 
comes up on Abraham 
Lake. The water is cold. 
And weather changes 
happen really fast. It’s 
a beautiful lake but you 
need to be really cau-
tious.”

County peace offi cers bringing programs 
back after pandemic break

CONTINUED FROM C4

Conservation Officer Wideman dealing with the recovery of a 
truck stuck in Abraham Lake near the Cline River. The driver 
of the vehicle was arrested on unrelated warrants. The vehicle 
and associated RV were towed out of the unauthorized area.
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COURTLIN QUINN
OWNER/MANAGER

Bus. 403-845-7677
Fax 403-845-4421
Cell 403-846-8951

24 Hrs. 403-845-7677
cquinn@thesafetydepot.ca

4715 - 49 Street • P.O. Box 819 • Rocky Mountain House, AB • T4T 1A6
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Honourable Jason Nixon
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5004 - 44 Street, Rocky Mountain House     Phone 403 845 5227 
riversedgemechanical@gmail.com
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Automotive | Commercial | Residential
403-845-7445

Kevin Stalker 
Rank:  Superintendent 
Central Region
Experience:  35 years
Favourite hobbies:  Fly 
fishing, bike-touring and 
over 30 hockey, I’ve been 
working on my toe-drag 
for this coming season.
Favourite part of your 
job:  The people, it is 
tremendously rewarding 
how many people want to 
help protect the resource 
for future generations.

Melissa Gauthier 
Rank:  Fish and Wildlife 
Officer
Favourite part of the 
job:   The diversity in what 
we do. Every day is a new 
experience with a new task 
all while being outdoors 
and loving our job!
Favourite pastime: 
Training working dogs and 
handlers in obedience, 
agility, searching and 
bite work. Specializing in 
German Shepherds and 
Belgian Malinois.

Aaron Archibald 
Rank:  Nordegg District 
Fish and Wildlife Officer
Experience: 14 years
Hobbies:  (During 
COVID) jigsaw 
puzzles, too much TV, 
woodwork. 
Best part of the job: 
We get paid to have a 
lot of fun (kayak, ATV, 
jet boat, snowmobile, 
helicopter, hike, bike, 
you name it)!

Connor Noyes 
Rank:  Fish and Wildlife 
Officer
Experience:  4 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  Sharing resource 
related issues with 
hunters and anglers. 
Maintaining healthy 
lands, waters, and 
forests are important 
to me, not only as a 
fisheries and wildlife 
officer, but also as an 
outdoorsman. 

Paul Sywanyk 
Rank:   Acting District 
Fish and Wildlife 
Officer
Experience:  9 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  Everything! There 
is a wide variety of 
duties and people that 
I get to meet.
Favourite Hobbies: 
Backcountry 
snowmobiling and 
wrenching on classic 
vehicles.

Rob Kohut 
Rank:   Inspector, Rocky 
Mountain House Unit
Experience:  26 years
Favourite sports team: 
Edmonton Oilers and 
Winnipeg Jets.
Best part of the job: 
I love that no two days 
are the same. I also 
enjoy meeting all the 
different people and 
protecting natural 
resources.

Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Services

Fish and Wildlife Officers conduct joint horse patrols along with Park Wardens to monitor 
sheep harvesters during hunting season.  PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Fish and Wildlife Officers can be seen all throughout the year patrolling in all types of 
conditions by foot, many types of motorized vehicles and on the water. 

There are endless kms of backcountry that Fish and Wildlife Officers protect and patrol. The 
Report a Poacher Line (1-800-642-3800) aids in addressing issues and concerns that are 
observed by the public. 

BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

Fish and Wildlife offi cers serve an 
important role in our community, 
protecting our natural resources, 
monitoring and enforcing the laws 
regarding the harvesting of  wild 
animals and the activities related to 
fi shing. 

Melissa Gauthier, a Fish and Wildlife 
offi cer based out of  Rocky Mountain 
House said it is important to know the 
regulations for hunting and fi shing 
depending where you are and when 
you are out. 

“It is imperative that you know what 
you are allowed to harvest and what 
restrictions are placed on the areas, 
equipment used and manner in which 
you hunt and fi sh,” she said.

Gauthier said as Fish and Wildlife 
offi cers they see users that are not 
familiar with our area and they 
access land where they may not have 
permission to do so. 

“It is important for people hunting 

and fi shing to know where they can 
access and where they may need 
permission to do so, prior to going 
out,” said Gauthier. 

Being bear smart is also very 
important in the west country. “Be 
proactive when dealing with bear 
issues,” said Gauthier. “Make sure 
garbage is in bear-proof  bins or stored 
safely where it is not accessible. 
Ensure barbecues and bird feeders are 
empty and clean through the spring, 
summer and fall. And be familiar with 
bear safety strategies when going out 
into the woods. Carry bear spray.”

Gauthier said Fish and Wildlife 
offi cers are also “involved in public 
safety and educating our community 
members about regulation and 
ethical hunting practices, while also 
providing information on species. We 
are also involved with wildlife and 
human confl ict issues and deal with 
injured animals.”

“We are passionate about our job 
and take great pride in the work we 
do,” said Gauthier.

Know the rules when hunting or fi shing
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Kayla
Whissell

Title:  Community Peace 
Officer
Experience:  7 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  Not every day is the
same. Taking an active
approach and getting 
involved in community.
Personal interests:  My 
dogs, hiking, archery, 
soccer.

Ashton
Hunt

Title:  Community Peace 
Officer
Experience:  6 years
Favourite part of 
the job:  Ensuring the 
safety and security 
of all members of the 
community.
Favourite pastime:   
Fishing. 

Brandon 
Smailes

Title:  Senior 
Community Peace 
Officer
Experience:  14 years
Favourite part of the 
job:  Being out and 
interacting with the 
public.
Personal interests: 
Photography
Favourite sports team: 
Edmonton Oilers.

COMMUNITY PEACE OFFICERS – TOWN OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN HOUSE

BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

Town of  Rocky 
Mountain House 
Community Peace 
Offi cer (CPO) Kayla 
Whissel wants to work 
with business and home 
owners to deter crime, 
before it happens.

Whissel is certifi ed in 
a program called Crime 
Prevention Through 
Environmental Design 
(CPTED). Whissel said 
the program “uses 
environmental design 
such as lighting, trees, 
defensive shrubbery, 
fencing and surveillance 

to decrease the chances 
of  crime happening at 
your home or business.” 

CPTED not only 
helps with the reducing 

opportunities for crime 
to be committed but 
also can help revitalize 
a neighbourhood, 
improve the physical 

environment and 
reduce the fear of  crime 
happening. 

“As crime continues 
to increase and 

criminals are fi nding 
it easier to steal or 
damage personal 
belongings, I couldn’t 
be happier to take this 

course,” said Whissel. 
She added, “I am excited 
to bring this program 
and techniques to our 
community, in hopes of  
deterring and reducing 
the amount of  crime.” 

Whissel encourages 
anyone who has been 
a victim of  crime, 
whether in their home 
or business, or anyone 
looking for ways to deter 
crime, to contact her 
for a consultation of  the 
property. 

Whissel then provides 
a detailed report with 
recommendations of  
changes you can make to 
your property.

CPO offers consultations for Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental Design

Marsie Tyson
VICTIM SERVICES

Occupation:  Executive Director, 
Victim Services
Experience:  27 years (11 years 
volunteering and 16 years 
employed).
Favourite pastime:  Camping, 
quadding, love the west country.
Favourite part of the job:  Providing 
support to courageous people.

Jill Chamberlain
VICTIM SERVICES

Occupation:  Court Support Worker
Experience:  19 years, (10 years 
volunteering and 9 years working).
Favourite pastime:  Spending time 
with family.
Favourite part of the job:  Assisting 
people in crisis.

ROCKY AND DISTRICT 
VICTIM SERVICES UNIT

Debra Chouinard
Title:  Outreach Worker
Experience:  24+ years in human 
services.
Favourite Pastimes:  Hitting the 
road on our motorcycle, practising 
photography, writing, being 
outdoors, campfires and spending 
time with family, just to name a few!
Best Part of the Job:  Assisting 
someone move through their 
traumatic experience(s) – whether 
that is listening to and bearing 
witness to their story, offering 
support or providing information 
and referrals.

BY DIANE SPOOR
STAFF REPORTER

This week marks Victims 
and Survivors of  Crime Week. 
To mark this occasion Rocky 
and District Victim Services 
Unit (VSU) is hosting a 
barbecue on Wednesday, May 
18, in the parking lot of  The 
Brick from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Rocky VSU board chair 
Tana Humphrey said the 
barbecue is one way for the 
organization to bring more 
awareness to what they do. 

Humphrey said Victim 
Services provides information 
and refers individuals who 
have experienced a traumatic 
event. 

“Quite often individuals 
are referred to VSU by the 
RCMP, but anyone can access 
our services by calling us,” 
said Humphrey. VSU provides 
information and support to 
anyone who has experienced 
a traumatic event. Humphrey 
said the traumatic event does 
not necessarily have to be 
the result of  crime but also 
accidents or sudden deaths. 

VSU advocates support 
individuals through the court 
system so they can better 
understand how the cases 
are processed by the courts. 
They also refer individuals to 
the resources they need after 
experiencing a traumatic 
event. 

Humphrey said due to 
COVID restrictions Victim 
Services has not held any 
large fundraising events 
in the past couple of  years 
and does not have any 
currently planned. While 

the organization does get 
grants from the provincial 
government for operations, 
Humphrey said they do 
rely on fundraising and will 
be planning events in the 
future. The organization 
was able to work a casino in 

the fall of  2021 “which was 
a big contribution to the 
fundraising efforts,” said 
Humphrey.

Victims Services is 
currently actively seeking 
more board members as well 
as more advocates.

Victim Services – a vital service

Le pouvoir
de la collaboration

The Power
of Collaboration

VICTIMSWEEK.GC.CA
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Trimming trees will allow clear sight lines around your house, which may deter criminals from targeting your property. SUBMITTED



RCMP Detachment 
Services

RCMP Detachment Services (right) includes: Michelle 
Armstrong, Alana McKenzie, Karen Lovell, Andrea, 
Deb Brock and Deb J. SUBMITTED

Karen Lovell
Occupation:  Watch 
Clerk
Experience:   9 years
Personal interests:  
 Riding my mules.

Shannon Barber 
Occupation:   Client 
Services Administrator 
Experience:   4 years
Personal interests:    
Barrel racing.

Alana McKenzie
Occupation:   Watch 
Clerk
Experience:  9 years
Personal interests:   Dog 
agility.

Michelle 
Armstrong 

Occupation:  
Office Manager/
Detachment Services 
Supervisor
Experience: 
7 years
Personal interests:
 Reading and quilting.

Police Week is an annual event which hon-
ours and celebrates the work of  police of-

fi cers, civilian staff, and all members of  local 
law enforcement. Thank you for all you do to 

keep our citizens safe.

Police Week: 
May 15 to 21, 2022
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Deb Brock
Occupation:  CPIC 
Administrator
Experience:   26 years
Personal interests:  
Spending time with 
family.

Amanda Marston
Occupation:  Client 
Services Administrator
Personal Interests:  
Gardening, horseback 
riding and baseball.

BY BRITTANY WILLSIE 
STAFF REPORTER 

On Saturday, May 7, Rocky 
Mountain House Search and 
Rescue (Rocky SAR) was joined 
by other rescue organizations and 
volunteer community members to 
conduct a mock search. 

The scenario for the search was 
a plane crash with 12 victims. 

One plane involved in the crash 
had a family of  nine on board. The 
other plane had a family of  three. 
Search and rescue teams were dis-
patched from the command centre 
to fi nd the victims. 

Amy Rodtka is the Rocky SAR 
secretary. She was one of  the 
nine individuals involved in the 
planning committee for the mock 
search. 

Rodtka explained how the mock 
search progressed. 

After assessing any probable 
areas, like pipelines that can look 
like the runway of  a downed plane, 
search teams were sent to look in 
areas near runways. 

A group of  fi ve was found fi rst. 

“There was a group of  three kids 
who were sitting together. There 
was the pilot who, in this scenario, 
was stuck in the plane. Then, one 
kid had wandered off  and was 
found about 100 metres from the 
other kids. They had to treat all the 
injuries that they found and get the 
pilot out of  the plane,” she said. 

The volunteer victims wore spe-
cial effects makeup to show what 
injuries they had sustained. 

Once the fi rst group of  victims 
was found and treated, SAR mem-
bers continued the search. 

“They were then tasked to a dif-
ferent area because the other four 
members were still missing plus 
the members of  the other plane,” 
Rodtka said. 

Once the other victims were 
found, they were treated for any 
injuries and loaded into the truck 
to conclude the mock search. 

The search was completed on 
private land in Clearwater County 
with the permission of  six differ-
ent families. 

Search and rescue organiza-
tions that were involved include 

Rocky SAR, Wetaskiwin SAR, 
Sundre SAR, Mountain View SAR, 
Parkland SAR, Central Zone SAR, 
Red Deer SAR, SAR Dog Associa-
tion of  Alberta, Canadian Search 
Dogs Association and Civil Air 
Search and Rescue Association 
(CASARA). 

Rodtka said this search did not 
provide any certifi cations, but 
allowed participants to practice 
their skills in a practical setting. 

“We had some new SAR manag-
ers, some new team members, as 
well as some new team leads so 
they all got to practice the skills 
they just learnt in their courses,” 
she said. 

Following the search, all par-
ticipants met at Arbutus Hall to 
debrief  and enjoy a barbecue sup-
per provided by Rocky SAR. 

Rodtka said the mock search 
was initially planned for the fall 
of  2021, but had to be delayed due 
to COVID-19. Rocky SAR plans 
to participate in another mock 
search in the future, but Rodtka 
said the next one will likely be 
planned by Sundre SAR. 

Rocky SAR hosts mock plane crash rescue

One of the children from the mock plane crash was found with 
a broken leg. 

Dan Duhamel volunteered to play the pilot. In this scenario, 
SAR found him stuck in the plane.

Members gathered at Arbutus Hall following the mock search to debrief before supper.  AMY RODTKA

The injured pilot was placed on a spine board then loaded onto a one-wheeled litter.
Teams worked together to bring a plane upright and extract the pilot during a mock search and 
rescue on May 7. PHOTOS BY DC WILD IMAGE PHOTOGRAPHY
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